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saying they had need of men for the war. Afterwards, inquiring 
for brother Roussey, they said they had orders to make him pris- 
oner ; and, in their eagerness to take him off, they saddled his horse 
themselves. 

All our Canadian friends, having refused to join the rebels, have 
either been put in prison, or kept themselves concealed in the 
woods, where several have suffered much (Nov.) from the very se- 
vere weather. I shall say nothing of the skirmishes that have taken 
place. The poor Canadians, who are no soldiers, have been re- 
pulsed and beaten. All who could, have taken to flight. Eight 
days after the taking of Napierville, the government troops took pos- 
session of it, liberated the prisoners, and put in their place all the 
insurgents who had not escaped. 

You can easily conceive something of the desolations which are 
now the lot of this poor people, who expect that this new rebellion 
will be punished with extreme rigor. Since the arrival of the 
troops, a great number of houses have been pillaged and burnt. 
The terror is general. As for myself, I have been borne down un- 
der the weight of deep suffering; for, though we have been so won- 
derfully preserved, I cannot help suffering at the sight of so much 
mourning, affliction, anguish and tears." 

How little can be done for the spiritual benefit of a community in 
such a state ! Yet the worst disturbances of Canada are scarcely to 
be compared with those which attend the fierce and protracted con- 
flicts of nations. What must have been the effect of the wars of 
Christendom upon her religious condition for fifteen centuries! 



THE WAR METHOD OF KEEPING PEACE. 

War-clouds are said to be gathering in the horizon of Europe ; 
and its potentates think to prevent the dreadful catastrophe by a large 
increase of their forces. Austria marshals 80,000 men, as a corps of 
observation ; Russia, besides her regular army of more than 700,000, 
is raising 120,000 foot, with an immense addition to her cavalry ; and 
we suppose that nearly all the other powers, like a flock of sheep 
following the bell-wether, or a pack of hounds started at the cry of 
game, or the scent of blood, will refit their fleets, augment their 
armies, and hold themselves, as armed conservators of peace, in 
readiness for the wholesale butcheries of war. 

What a way to prevent strife and bloodshed ! It is an outrage 
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alike on humanity and common sense. If you wished to keep two 
duellists from fighting, or a gang of desperadoes from mutual mis- 
chief, would you arm them all from head to foot with weapons of 
death? Is full preparation for a duel the best means of preventing 
it? Does the practice, prevalent in our southern and south-western 
States, of wearing pistols, dirks and bowie-knives, hold back men 
from bloodshed, make the number of bloody and fatal affrays there 
less than the opposite practice occasions in New England ? Every 
child can answer these questions ; and yet the rulers of Christendom 
are contradicting this plainest dictate of common sense in their war 
methods of preserving peace. The whole war-system rests on this 
very contradiction of common sense ; and still do the wise men of 
this world plead for its necessity as a guarantee of peace, and scout 
the idea of insuring peace by pacific means! 



WAR SCENKS. 



We are not careful to pause in our course, and chronicle the pass- 
ing atrocities of war. The newspapers of the day will give such 
details sooner than we, and with a degree of minuteness not admis- 
sible on the pages of a monthly. Nor do we rely much on the tran- 
sient interest excited in behalf of our cause by such narratives; and 
we much prefer to give, in a condensed form, only those anecdotes 
which will be of permanent value, and be read with nearly equal 
profit by coming generations. 

CAPTURE OF VERA CRUZ. 

The French, having blockaded this principal port of Mexico, 
waited an answer from the Mexican government to the demands of 
the Admiral ; and, when the messenger brought the mad and bloody 
response of war to the blade, and from the blade to the hilt, the squad- 
ron, " with three double-flanked frigates, four sloops of war, and as 
many brigs and bomb vessels," came abreast of the castle of St. 
Juan de Ulloa, Nov. 27, 1838, and began the work of death with 
such energy and effect as in four or five hours to demolish a fortifica- 
tion heretofore deemed impregnable, and force the Mexican garrison 
to capitulate. Two explosions took place, one of which dismounted 
more than 170 pieces of artillery, and buried in its ruins 200 men. 
Five or six thousand shots were thrown by the French, and nearly 
two thousand by the Mexicans. The loss of the former is not re- 
ported ; but that of the latter was probably five or six hundred. 



